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AN APPEAL 'TO THE PUBLIC. | 

It is the inalienable right, and wer, oy 
privilege of mankind of whatever condition, when 
they feel diss8atisfied with the decisions of interest- 
ed individuals, to appeal to that i ial tribunal 
composed of the people. And this, we are persuad- 
ed may be done wi either TEE the ag- 
grieved to the 8uspicion of being influenced by un- 
worthy motives or feelings, or criminating those 
whom they may regard as the aggressors. It is, 
therefore, in the exercise of a prerogative which 
may be claimed by the most humble, hat we adopt 
this method of obtaining from a liberal public a de- 
cision In & cage which affects the interests of the 
Proprietors of *'The Universalist.” 

It is already known that the proprietors of the 
Universalist became the purchasers of all the right, 
title, and interest? of the original proprietors and 
publishers in and to a religious periodical entitled 
the © Universalist Expositor for which they paid 
the 8um of Fifty Dollars. 'The persons of whom we 
bought the work were Megsesrs Marsb en & 
Lyon, and Waitt & Dow, who, up to the date of 
their transfer of the work to us, were the 8ole pro- 
pnetors of it. 'This purchase was made with the 
plainly expressed understanding that the Expos- 
itor was to be united with the Universalist ; and 
this, as was fully declared by the parties concern- 
ed, was done because there had not been, and were 
not then, 8ubscribers enough to warrant the contin- 
uance of the publication. - On the day the bargain 
was completed, and in pursuance of our plan of uni- 
ting the two papers, an article announcing our in 
tention was prepared for publication, and put into 
the hands of our printer,with directions to have it 
appear in the next number of the Universalist. 
On the following daywe peceived a line from Rev. 
Hosea Ballou 2d. one of the former editors of the 
Expositor, in which he 8ays— I write in behalf- of 
Rev. T. Whittemore, Mr. G. W. Bazin and my- 
elf, to 8ay that we wish to purchase of you the 
property in the Universalist itor"which you 
yesterday bought of Messrs Marsh *Capen, &c. 
Though it may be out of place, yet to expedite 
the business we hereby offer you the sum at which 
you purchased the ro 4 together with any reason- 
able compensation for what trouble you may have 
been at, and may still be at, in the afar . Onre- 
celving this note, directions were given to our 
printer to delay publishing the notice of the pur- 
chase and transfer of the Expositor, which was 
then in type; and the business remained open for 
further consideration. Things remained in this 
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former proprietors of the Expositor, accompanied 
by their recommendation of the Universalist and 
such remarks explanatory of our intentions as were 
thought necessary and proper, were published, and 
' the paper containing them was sent to the former 
patrons of the Expositor. 'To our — in the 
next number of the © Trumpet and Universalist 
Magazine* there appeared following — 


*UNIVERSALIST EXPOSTITOR. As the 
UnrversaLlisT ExPosrTo0R has been finally given 
over, by its former company of Proprietors, (its 
gubscription list being transfered to one of our 
weekly papers,) the subscribers have formed a 


new company with the hope of reviving the work. 
They will ojntingd it ondir the Title « of the 


EXPOSITOR, AND UNIVERSALIST REVIEW ; 
which will be published in the 8ame form, and at 
the s8ame periods as the Expositor heretofore has 
been, and on similar paper, with the 8ame page 
and type, and at the 8ame price, though the num- 
ber of its pages will be somewhat increased. 

To those acquainted with the former Expositor, 
it may be sufficient to 8ay that we aim at _ 
out the plan originally drawn for that work ; wi 
one addition, however, which we trust will increage 
its value: we mean, the department of Review. 
That we must maintain the character of the pub- 
lication as high, at least, as its former stan we 
are well aware, unless we would forfeit the pat- 
ronage which our brother Editors and several of 
our As80ciations have, egpecially of late, extend- 
ed towards it. To their continued favor we hum- 
bly commend the undertaking. 


PLan OF THE WoRK. It will consist chiefly 
of —Explanations of Scriptural Phrases and Sub- 
jects ;—Dissertations on points of Biblica} Lit- 
 eraturs ;—Critical Interpretations of Texts ;— 
Expositions, both argumentative and historical, of 
Religious ruth, in general ;—Reviews of 8uch 
important Works as may be deemed specially in- 
teresting to Universalists :— 

And at regular, periods, 

A General Review of the present state of our 
Doctrine and Denomination, in this country, and 
as far as praMicable in other countries.* - 

Hosxa BAaLLov, 2d. 

THros, W HITTEMORE, 

Wair & Dow, 

Geo. W. Bazis. | 

. From this it will be seen that a *new company” 

had been formed for the purpose of * reviewing { 
work.% And they give the public explicitly to un- 
derstand, that the operation was to be effected by 
continuing it,” * under the title of the *Expoert 
and Universalist Review'— which,” they say, © will 
as we ag the 8ame form, __ the mn 
periods as the Expositor heretofore has been, 
on 8umalay paper, with the same page and type, and 
at the 8ame price” 'They moreover eu be we 
aim at following out the plan originally drawn for 


Propnetors. 


*ate until a short time previous to the date of our 


17th number, when the original transfer of the 


that work,'—that they © must maintain the charac- 
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ter of the publication as high, at least, as its former 
standard,>&c, 'The p tus, as will be 8een, 
bears the name of one of the firms of whom we 

urchased the work, viz.—Waitt & Dow. In the 

L eligious Inquirer, published in Hartford, Conn, 
the 8ame prospectus __ 8igned by the same 
persons, with the add: of the name of Rev. Se- 
bastian Streeter of this city. © Soon afterwards a 
prospectus was printed on a sheet by itself, and 
circulated, bearing only the names of Hosea Bal- 
lou 2d., T. Whittemore, and G. W. Bazin—those 
of Sebastian Streeter, and Waitt & Dow being 
omitted. 'Fhis was done, as we have reasons for 
believing, because Rev. S. Streeter, on learning 
the facts of the case, refused to sanction their pro- 
ceeding, on the ground that it would be an in- 
fringement of our rights, and because Waitt & 
Dow were 8ensible that their being concerned in 
continuing the work would be illegal. 

Soon after returning from the General Conven- 
tion, two of the editors of the Universalist, in view 
of the unpleasant consequences that might result 
from a perseverance in a measure 80 obyiously 
wrong, and with the hope of avoiding the necessity 
of making this statement of facts, sought for an op- 
portunity ts converse with Rev. Hosea Ballou 2nd. 
on the subject. This interview resulted in his 
making us an offer of Fifty Dollars for our * right, 
title, and interest in the work originally purchased 
of Messrs Marsh Capen & Lyon, and Waitt & 
Dow. 'To this we thought they ought to add the 
actual expenses which we had previously incurred 
in negotiating with them on the subject ; but they 
refusing to do this, and till keeping their propo- 
8als for continuing the work, in its ortgtnal form, 
before the public, and this, too, greatly to our dis- 
advantage, inasmuch as thereby the former 8ub- 
8cnbers, many of them, delay — the Univer- 
8alist, on account of supposing the Expositor will 
be continued, we have felt ourselves called upon, 
and have reluctantly consented, to lay our case be- 
fore the public, and await patiently their final de- 
cigion. And our reasons for doing 80 are—First, 
we 8tand accused, on the face of their transactions, 
of having obtained our right to the work by im- 
propef means, and have been treated as if ygither 
our interests nor feelings were worthy of regard, 
and silence on our part might be thought to im- 
ply that we had virtually assented to the justness 
of the accusation ; whereas we challenge the mi- 
nutest examination into all our transactions in re- 
_ Iation to it.—Secondly, it does not comport with 
our views of * moral gas to stand silently by and 
8ee our interests trampled upon. 'Thigdly, the fact 
that some of the editors of our religious papers 
have given publicity to the above prsopectus and 
accompanied it with remarks in favor of the un- 
dertaking is to our minds conclusive evidence 
that they must have been ignorant of the circum- 
stances of the case, and we owe it to hem, as 
well as to ourselves, to say, explicitly, that they 
do great injustice by aiding the * new company? in 
that which we think is decidedly wrong. 

As we wish to s8ave ourgselves and our readers 
the trouble of again referring to this unpleasant 
affair, and as we would rather extenuate the in- 
justice of the treatment we have received, than 
* get down ought in malice,” we will now state the 
principal reasons which have been assigned by the 
members of the * new company? in justification of 
the measgnres they have adopted, and accompany 


them with 8uch replies as will show that they are 
invalid. 2 

1. It has been stated, by one of the firm of 
Waitt & Dow, that 8ome months previous .to our 
purchase of the Expositor, he had a conversation 
with one of the editors of the Universalist, which 
resnlted in an understanding that if Messrs Marsh 
Capen & Lyon's right in the work could be pur- 
chased on reasonable terms, some arrangements 

ieht be made for continuing it ; and it has been 
we. gince our purchase of it, that they understood 
we were buying it for that purpose, and signed the 
transfer, and recommendation of the Universalist 
in view of that fact. In reply, it is only necessa- 
ry to 8ay, that the individual alluded to, although 
he did propose making 8ome arrangement of that 
kind, never agreed to purchase their right under any 
false pretence. Furthermore, he then acted mere- 
ly as an individual, and could not bind his ass0ci- 
ates. Furthermore, it was found that no arrange- 
ment could be made to that effect; and the plan 
had, long before, been-abandoned. And er- 
more, the purchase was made by another member 
of our association, and the transfer was deliberate- 
ly drawn up and signed, and virtually binds us to 
unite the two publications. And hence if any mis- 
take of the kind was committed by Woaitt & Dow, 
the fault is not ours. 

2, It has been said that we interfered with the 
arrangements of the company in whose behalf 
Rev. Hosea Ballou 2nd made us the first offer of 
fifty dollars. To this we reply—Tkat company 
did not exist nntil months after the* proprietors of 
the Universalist had commenced their negotiation 
for the purchase of the Expositor; and it may, 
perhaps, be a question, in some minds, whether 
they or we INTERFERED. Furthermore, we under- 
stood, at the time when we purchased it, from 
Messrs. Marsh Capen and Lyon, that if the work 
was to be continued, they did not wish to part 
with their right in it, they s hor. to be con- 
cerned in it themselves. Furthermore, they un- 
derstood that the agent of that company employed 
to neFotiate with them for the work was desirous 
of obtaining it for the purpose of uniting it with 
the Universalist. And hence, if there was any 
management on our part (which we unequivocally 
pn concealment of their real intentions from 
us, and from the proprietors of the o8ttor (not 
excepting Waitt on: Bow, s res - 
ment were to be thrown out-of the concern) rendered 
it an easy matter for us to'8ucceed ! 

3. Another reason which has been assigned for 
continuing the Expositor in its original form after | 
we had purchased it for the purpose specified in 
the transfer, is, that the public, and the ministers 
of our order, particularly, are desirous that the 
work Ro on. To this we reply,—the = 
ronage which they and others have extended to 
the work had never been sufficient to defray the 
expenses of the publication ; and unless their be- 
nevolence extends 80 far as to impel them to wish 
to 8ee its editors labor without compensation, and | 
the publishers subjected to a dead loss of hun-. 
dreds of dollars annually, they ought not to desire 
us continuance. - Furthermore, the public have | 
virtually 8aid, by witholding its patronage, that it 
does not desire its continuance,—and from that 
decision there is no appeal. 

4. Again, it is 8aid that we have been repeat- 


edly offered all that we gave for it, and that ow 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 


refusal to 8ell, justifies them in continuing it with- 
out our consent. 'To this we reply, that we are 
insensible' of being under the least obligation to 
any man, or number of men, to sell our property 
on conditions which they propose. Neither can 
we understand- how they became our judges in 
this case, gince neither of them has any claims up- 
on it. And, moreover, as will be seen, the fact that 
they have made us repeated offers tor our right 
and interest in the work shows, conclusively, that 
they themselves consider us the rightful owners 
of it; and where, we respectfully ask, do they find 
that which will justify them in trespassing upon 
property which they know, and acknowledge, be- 
longs to us ? 
We conclude by saying that we sincerely re- 
t, and deeply lament the necessity which has 
rawn out this statement. We have long tried to 
avoid making it. We assure our readers that 
our columns will not be again occupied with any- 
thing of the kind, unless it is entirely unavoidable 
to do it ia 8elf defence. And now we leave it for 
our brethren to decide, whether they will aid in 
carrying on the Expositor, as proposed by the 
{new company,” at the expense of our rights, 
feelings, and interests, or whether they will dis- 
countenance those oppressive measures which no 
disinterested person can approve. In the mean 


time, we pledge ourselves to a liberal public, to: 
do all in our power to render the- UniversaLisT: 


all that is now wanted, and to mmcrease 1ts 81ze, 
whenever the public taste, and the liberality of 
our brethren shall 8eem to jusfify 8uch a measure. 

While we place this statement of facts before 
our readers, we beg them not to ma__ that we 
indulge any disposition to excite difficulty amon 
brethren ; but we wish to continue all that g 
_ and those us arg ge 
esirable among those enlistedgin the promulga- 
tion of truth. But in this affair we happen mn 
agree with some of our brethren, and we leave it 
with the public to decide for us, what is right ; 
with that decision we shall be content ; and at 
the 8ame time we indulge the hope that our fel- 
lowship will not be interrupted. 

Ep1TORsS OF THE UNIVERSALIST. 


bp 
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ESSAY ON NATURAL DEPRAVITY. 
* Without natural affection.*—PAUL.. 


It has long been the prevailing opinion amon 
christians, that our natural feelings, desires, an 
affections, are corrupt” and depraved—that they 
became 80 by re the apostacy of Adam); 
and hence, that it is the first duty of man, to sup- 
press what is natural, that he may become a child 
of grace. We are thought to be entirely unwor- 
thy of a seat in the kingdom of God—nay un- 
worthy of a place in his church on earth, 80 long 
as we remain in & 8tate of nature. 

It is interesting to 8ee how curiously this no- 
tion 18 interwoyen with the whole scheme of 
e, according to the views of a majority of 

e christian fraternity. We must be converted— 
why? Because we are naturally corrupt. We 
must be born ' again—why ? Because we were 
not born into the world as we ought to have been 
m the first, place. We must be regenerated— 
, why? Beeause our natures have been most wo- 
— contaminated. We must be baptized—why ? 


A 


mpathies which are 80' 


at our natural imperfections may be washed| 
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away. And we must join the church—why ? 
Because, it is necessary to have the religious 
watch over us, to keep us from falling into a state 
of nature again. And when we pray, it must be 
our first, and our last requast, to be 8aved from 
the direful depravity of our apostate natures. So 
that if we should by any means get this idea of 
natural and total depravity out of the heads of 
mankind, the*whole machinery of this undegery- 
edly popular 8ystem would stop, and never start 
n. 

'That we may be sure that I do not go too farin 
this statement; I will quote from the author of 
Calvinism, a passage which is to my purpoge— 
They maintain * that mankind are totally deprav- 
ed, in consequence of the fall of the first man, 
who being their public head, his sin involved the 
corruption of all his posterity, and which corrup- 
tion extends over the whole soul, and renders it 
unable to turn to God, or to do anything truly 
good, and exposes it to his righteous displeasure, 
both in this world and that which is to come.” 

- Such is the sentiment, which, variously modi-- 
fied, prevails quite extensively throughout the 
christian church. And 1t constitutes at once the 
foundation of the scheme of partial grace, and 
the justification and apology for those excitements 
and revival operations, which too frequently oc- 
casion domestic broils, insanity, murder, and 8u1- 
cide. Nature is 8upposed to be depraved—hence 
her dictates are to be disregarded—her reason- 
ings, her emotions, her premises and her conclu- 
810ns, are to be looked upon with pious abhorrence, 
and our very constitutions, our natures must be 
changed! | 

Such 1s the theory—now look at the practice of 
those who have embraced it. 'They labor, in- 
cessantly, to convert mankind from nature to 
grace—they spend their money for the same pur- 
 pose—they 8end out missionaries, they get up 
revivals, they hold prayer meetings, they form 
various 80cieties for fhis, and for no other pur- 
pose. In wy this they act—we suppose—con- 
8cientiously—they certainly act consistently ;—for 
if they believe that human nature is in this de- 
plorable 8ituation—thus depraved—thus exposed 
to the displeasure of God—thus. condemned for 
what we could not have ayoided, they ought to do 
all in their power to avert the evil. We blame 
them not for their zeal; we only wonder at their 
gelfisghness and inactivity. 

Did I believe as they beh 
ed to be less en 
I would go hand 


| 
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eve, I should be asham- 

ed than they pretend to be— 
, 9h Huck. with the best of them in 
getting up excitements, and holding meetings, let 
the consequence be as it might. But what is the 
use of telling what we would do if we believed 
that human nature is totally depraved? I do not 


believe a word about it, and nenG never $hall ; 
for the bible, and reason, and common 8ense, and 
common experience, are all against such an idea. 

But—this we confess—the world is not as 
as it might be—as it ought to be. Mankind are 
8inners, all have sinned—this will not be denied. 
The question is, how they became 80? Whether 
they are 80 naturally, or by the force of circum- 
stances—whether human nature is corrupt, in its' 
very constitution, or has become contaminated by 
gomething extraneous. 

I take the position that human nature is pure; 
and that the reason why we are not as good and 
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as happy as we might be, is- because we do not 
act naturally—do not live up to the laws of na- 
tare. And in 8upport of this proposition, and all 
the conclusions to be legitunately drawn from it, 
I appeal to a fact that to be destitute of *natural 
affection” is, to say the least of it, a great mis- 
fortune. 

'The apostle, in Rom. i. mentions 8everal classes 
of persons whose conduct merited the severest 
reprehension—These were 8nch as, professin 
themselves to be wise became fools, and change 
the. glory of the incorruptible God into an image 
made hke unto corruptible man, and to birds, and 
four-footed beasts, and creeping things ;—such as 
changed the truth of God into a lie, and worship- 
ed and seryed the creature more than the Creator 
—$uch as had been given up to vile affections— 
guch as God had given up to a reprobate mind, to 
do those things which were not convenient—in a 
word, guch as were filled with all unrighteousness, 
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, malicious- 
ness, full of envy, murder, deceit, debate, malig- 
nity ; whisperers, back-biters, haters of God, de- 
spiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 
digobedient to parents, without understanding, 
covenant-breakers,—and among them snch as 
were © without natural affection'—and so on—and 
to 8how how he viewed this subject, he tells us in 
concluding the chapter, that, among the rest, those 
who were destitute of this natural affection had 
_— in those who violated the commands of 
G 

What are we to infer from all this? Must we 
conclude that he imagined it to be a desirable 
thing to be without natural affection, or to have 
our natural affections subdued, humbled, prostrat- 
ed, destroyed? No 8uch thing. On the contrary, 
it 18 evident that he regarded the natural affec- 
tions of mankind as being virtuous—consequently 
as being worthy of cultivation and uinprovement— 
as being worthy of a place among those thin 
which best adorn the character of man. He - 
ed those who were destitute of such affections as 
are implanted in the human breast by the hand 
divine, with the vile and - unworthy, and -spake 
of them as if the mark of Cain were fixed upon 
them. 

Who, then, can consistently advocate the idea 
that corruption runs through the whole 8oul, and 
that we must be transformed from what God 
made us into something else, before that God 
who made us can possibly love us, or take us into 
his favor ? 

Now, that I am right in respect to what has 
been advanced, is evident from what our Savior 
gaid concerning children.—* Suffer them to come 
unto me and forbid them not, for of s8uch is the 
kingdom of heaven.” We cannot suppose that he 
regarded them as being totally deprayed by na- 
ture. And, in the absence of all proof to the con- 
trary, we may rest ass8ured, that nature is- well 
enough; and that it is wicked, and dangerous, to 
forego the exercise of our natural affections.— 

But—what is quite as much to my purpoge— 
the every day conduct of those who hold to the 
opposite sentiment is at variance-with the theo 
they have adopted. ' 'They not only exercise their 
natural affections, but they actually consider it a 
virtue to do 80, whenever they get their creeds 
out of their minds. 'Their religious ideas do well 
enough for the pulpit—they answer a very good. 
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purpose to give a zest to their religious exercises ; 
but they 9s troublesome affairs m the 
= in the __ wan —_ - is one of 

e most difficult thi imaginable, for a kind 
mother to ary v0 to believe that the emiling 
cherub she holds in her arms, and 80 fondly presses 
to her bosom, is a mass of total vity. Not 
less difficult is it, to bring: her mind to rest satis- 
fied under the conviction, that her chald will be, 
may be, or can be, an object of God's displeasure 
to all eternity. _ 

No,—ministers may preach this idea—people 
may assent to it at meeting, and pray about it, 
against it, or for it, they cannot reduce it to practice 
until they have lost every virtuous feehng. Let 
them,if they can, __ e pleasure of loving their 
children—of loving their parents—of loving their 
friends. 'They can never do it until they become 
worse than the beasts of the field or the fowls of 
the air—infinitely worse than they are by nature. 

But, we may be told, that the doctrine I an 
examining does not go 80 far as torequire that we 
should forego the exercise of our natural affec- 
tions. Then I would respectfully inquire how far 
it does go? It tells us that this 8 corrup- 
tion runs through the whole soul, and renders us 
incapable of thinking a good thought, or of doing 
a good action—what does this mean, if it does not 
give us to understand that we can do nothing good 
—nothing that is well pleasing in the sight of God, 
until we have been entirely, and radically, and 
muiraculously c ? 

pores wg that instead of its being advanta- 
geous to be changed from nature to anything else, 
it is ever to be deplored that any of our natural af- 
fections 8should be either destroyed or perverted; 
it may not be amiss to notice the tendency which 
certain doctrines and proceedings have, to sour the 
feelings and pervggt the affections of mankind. 

It 8eems to me, that the doctrine of endless mis- 
ery as a whole, must necessarily have this effect. 
It places before the mind the idea that some of 
our —_— may, and that many of our fellow crea- 
tures will inevitably be lost. It also teaches us, 
that the best are exposed to dreadful misery, by 
a decree of God—or if not by some inherent de- 
fect in the constitution of things ; and of course, 
that there will be an eternal 8eparation between 
the saved and the lost. 

Now it is a 8erious question, whether a consci- 
entious behef of this doctrine—frequently reflect- 
ing upon it—and looking upon it as something 
which is perfectly just, and in accordance with the 
dictates of mercy we will not be likely to destroy 
many of those natural sympathies and affections 
—_— distinguish us in our unregenerate condi- 
tion 

Let it be im 
heavenly father has pre a state of unending 
wretchedness for a portion of his children—that 
he will do right in 8ending them there for their 
s8ins—and that he is to be 1mitated in all his mor- 
al perfections and righteous dicisions—and I hard- 
ly need ask what the effect must be ? A parent 
must feel it to be his duty to stifle the generous 
emotions of nature,—the throbbings of his heart, 
and to look his children as creatures who are 
liable to be placed on the left hand of God—the 
mother must often think, white fondly cherishing 
her unconcious babe, that, peradventure she holds 
in her arms a being, which may be an eternal ene- 


proceed upon the mind that our 
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my of God, and a sufferer in c 1ence of the 
existence 8he has been i al in conferring 
upon it. Need it be added that this doctrine gives 
the believer of it liberty to look upon others as his 
imferiors—as objects of divine displeasure ? 

But, perhaps it may be replied, that no one 
knows what the final dicision will be, and that 
therefore it, would be preposterous for a believer 
in that doctrine, to single out any as the 8upposed 
objects of divine wrath. 'True—but that does not 
obviate the - difficulty; for facts are continually 

ing us'in the face, which must convince us 
that people do _ out those who give no signs 
of regeneracy, as those upon whom that vengeance 
will fall. They are constrained, by the very cir- 
cumstances of the case, to be continually on the 
alert, to find out who will be 8aved, and who will 
be lost. Nineteen twentieths of our churches are 
80 many ecclesiastical tribunals before whom peo- 
ple are tried and condemned! 

But it is to the machinery of this partical 8ys- 
tem that we are to corre find what —_ that, 
more than anything else, perverts and destroys 
he ature aint ef abebing. It is that, which, 
in its transforming and converting operations, 
changes human beings into what they should not 
be, and converts them into 8omething that is con- 
trary to nature. It is that which poisons the at- 
fections, and sets on fire the whole course of na- 
ture.—It is that which introduces into society jar- 
gon and confusion—which 8ets one against anoth- 
er—and not unfrequently destroys the harmony of 
families who before had lived in unity and in the 
bonds of peace. 

I know, that it is an unthankful business to 8ay 
anything upon this 8ubject—I know that most per- 
' 80ns would rather dwell upon the theme of God's 
great salvation—but it is a duty, we think, to point 
out—especially to the young, the evil effects of 
thoge measures which threaten to turn the world 
upside down. Not that I feel afraid that the well 
informed will be misled by the popular delusion of 
the tunes—but it is well for us to be prepared to 
rezist *the whirlwind of moral desolation,' and to 
impute the distressing effects of those excitements 
which are the legitimate offspring of false doc- 
trines, to their own causes. 

Look, then, at what may be called a natural 
State of gociety. Look at the condition of any 
neighborhood, or town, or family, when free from 
excitement. They are peaceful, contented, and 
happy. There love and good will prevail. There 
children obey their rn porants love their 
children—brothers and sisters live together in har- 
mony—and neighbors respect and esteem each 
other. But—let a few be converted to a - belief 
that they are the objects of God's love, while oth- 
ers are to be cast off forever, and the nuschief that 
rexults from it exceeds all power of description. 
The next you know, nts -are bewailing the 
depravity of their children—wives 8orrowing on 
account of the indifference of their husbands— 
children breaking loose from parental authority— 
and 80ciety is in a 8tate of confusion. Business 
is then neglected—the poor are forgotten—the 
widows and fatherless are left to take care of 
themselves. Nor is this all. It s0on comes to 
Pass, that ts are required to 8ay—and if pos- 
81ble to feel, that they are willing to be damned 
themselves, and to have their children damned, if 
thereby the glory of God can be promoted. 
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Who will pretend that a nt thus willing to 
have his children forever ds not destitute 
of natural affection? Where is*the human being 
who does not disgrace his species, who can rest 
quietly under the conviction that any of his fellow 
creatures will be eternally lost? Still, the highest 
point of religious perfection with 8some, is, to ob- 
tain a comfortable hope of their own salvation, and 
then expatiate wita super-human complacency 
upon what they 8snppose will be the condition 0 
others, when they shall be placed beyond the 
reach of mercy. 

+ It ought, perhaps, to be 8aid in conclusion, that. 
our natural feelings and affections are 8usceptible 
of unprovement—that they need to be drawn out 
and expanded—that it should be the employment 
of the christian philanthropist to deve! e af- 
tections of our nature, by multiplying iertonds 
in favor of extending our good and benevolent 
emotions and feelings to all human beings. 

While others are engaged in that whick we 
think will pervert the best affections of our com- 
mon nature, and introduce disorder and unhappi- 
ness into s8ociety, it will be creditable to us, to 
pursue a course which shall be calculated to open 
new and untried 8ources of enjoyment, and call 
into exersise the hitherto dormant principles of a 
noble and God-honoring constitution. 

A wide field lies before us. A thousand bud- 
ding \excellencies await the sun-light of truth, 
and need the dews of refreshing grace. Let the 


hearts of mankind be touched by the celestial mag- 
net, and ->_ 


will bring forth new beauties at eve- 
setting un. 'The tender flowers need 
the blasts of omnipotent 
wrath: be active, then, in that cause which 
promises peace to the world, and happiness to 
every Child of God. Let it be our endeayor to do 
, and communicate to those around us the 
lessings of the gospel of God our Savior. 
LSE. 


honing f 
e 
wrath. Let us 


CHRIST'S VICTORY OUR GAIN. 


It is among the number of our greatest bless- 
ings, that a kind Providence has provided for our 
present happiness, by revealing his gracious de- 
8Igns concerning the future. We have much to 
endure here on earth—many difficulties, and tri- 
als, to overcome—many misfortunes, to struggle 
with ; still we have this to comfort us—that there 
is a place of rest; of undisturbed repose—of un- 
alloyed enjoyment, beyond the grave. 

he mind, anxious to find something that shall 
soothe and eatisfy it, looks forward, and inquires, 
what shall be our destiny? It beholds, 1n the 
p————— death—a 8ad termination of a sinful 
ife ; and be ond roar —_ pgs of un- 
ertainty! Gloom around the present— 
darkness around the future. Enemies within, and 
enemies without, beset the 80ul; and it clings to 
life, net because it is 80 very desirable, but be- 
cause it may be succeeded by something worse 
than the evils now endured! But, while in this 
Situation, it is assured that a Redeemer —_— 
who *has brought life and immortality to light? 
But, is that immortality for me 2 Or if it is, will 
it be a 8tate of enjoyment, or of misery ? If we 
live hereafter, shall we still be beset with ene- 
mies? still be liable to sin, death, or misery ? 
Or will that 8tate be one of uninterrupted enioy- 


| ment? A tate of perfect feheity? 'The answer 
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is more grateful than the cooling brook to the 
thirsty traveller. Man shall be immortal—man 
Shall be happy! For Christ must reign, till he 
hath put all enemies under his feet.” 

But it is possible that 8ome may not be able 
to 8ee any connection between the fact that 
Christ shall put all his enemies under his feet, 
and the .conclusion at which we have - arrived. 
Why, it may be asked, do we'infer, from the fact 
that Christ shall put all enemies under his feet, 
that we shall finally be happy? Our reasons 
follow. 

I. Christ is the head of every man; 1. e. he 1s 
80 united to the great mass of mankind, that our 
enemies are his enemies, and his victory over 
them 1s our gain. 

This union is recognized by the apostle, Eph. 
iv. 15, 16. © But speaking the truth in love, ma 
grow up into him, in all things, which is the way 
even Christ; from whom the whole body fit] 
joined together and compacted by that whic 
every joint 8upplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of every part, maketh in- 
crease of the body unto the edifying of itself in 
love. And again—Eph. v. 30. *For we are 
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones, 

Now, this may be understood, by some, as be- 
ing applicable to his church ; but if 80, it must be 
the church triumphant; for it is elsewhere ex- 
pressly stated that he is *the head of every man.” 
And this connection is also s8poken of by Paul, 
1 Cor. iii. 23. © Therefore let no man glory in 
man; for all things are yours; whether Paul, or 
Appollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things present, or things to come ; all 
are yours; and ye are Christ's and Christ is 
God's. | 

Being thus united, by the strong ties of divine 
affection on his part towards us, it is easy to ac- 
count for the s8olicitude he uniformly manifested 
for the well being and happiness of all who need- 
ed his sympathies, or implored his aid. He had 
no objects in view but those which concerned the 
human family ; no motives but those which every 
benevolent heart must* approve, and no interests 
geparate from the interests of all mankind. 'The 
world without him would have remained dead in 
trespasses and sins; while he without a union 
with the world, would have lived and died almost 
iN Vain. 

2. Another reazon we have for believing that 
we 8hall be happy in consequence of the 8ubju- 
gation of the enemies of Christ 1s furnished in 
the kind of victory he is to obtain over them. 

He is to put all enemies under his feet ; which 
zmphes, that they are to be destroyed. 'The last 
enemy, that shall be destroyed, is death. And 
when all things shall be subdued in this manner, 
then s8hall be brought to pass the s8aying that is 
written—* Death is swallowed up 1n- victory.” 
Now, this language is calculated to convey to our 
minds the idea of a total annihilation of all the 
enemies of Christ who are incapable of being 
transformed into friends ; and if it shall appear, in 
the course of this investigation, that we have no 
other enemies than those with whom our Savior 
had to contend, we 8hall find, to our 8ouPs 8atis- 
faction, that one victory will be sufficient for the 
whole human race. 


Now, there are various ways of | destoying ene- 
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-and love. 
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mies. One way is to transform them into friends, 
If Christ has any enemies among mankind, the 
presumption is that he will do all-in his power to 
destroy them after this manner. I say this is the 


 presumption ; for he always did labor to convert 


his enemies into friends, while on earth; and we 
have no Teason to think that he will do differently, 
now that he has ascended into heaven. 

Paul, was once an enemy of Christ, and of his 
followers. But he was transformed into a faithfu] 
and deyoted friend. How was this wonderfy] 
change brought about? Ans. .By a manifesta. 
tion of the love, goodness, and power of that Je. 
80s whom he persecuted. It was that which 
transformed the tiger-like Saul of 'Tarsus, into 
the humble disciple, who cried out * Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?? And it 18 just as easy 
for God to convert the world, as it was to convert 
Saul. He can—and faith whispers, he will 8ub- 
due all enemies by the omnipetency of his 4oye; 
and bring them to terms, by the power of his im- 
partial and 8anctifying grace. 

It is related of an Hntern Prince, that on hear- 
ing of a rebellion which had broken out in a re- 
mote part of his dominion, he 8olemnly affirmed 
that he would go forth with his army, and that 
he would not suffer one of his enemies to escape 
alive. This noble Prince, on approaching near 
the rebels, sent forward his messenger with a 
statement of his determination ; directing him to 
inform them, that if they would throw down the 
weapons of their rebellion, and renew their oath 
of allegiance humbly asking his forgiveness, and 
determining to become henceforth obedient sub- 
Jects, he would most cheerfully pardon them. 'The 
rebels, knowing that his inistration of the 
government had-always been distinguished by 
great justice and clemency ; and being overpower- 
ed with this new, and unexpected instance of his 
regard for their happiness, immediately, to a man 
grounded their arms, and renewed their oath- of 
fidelity. 'The Prince was as good as his word: 
He gave them good advice, and was about re- 
turning, when several of his councillors reproach- 
ed him, for having violated, as they supposed, his 
word, inasmuch as he had not taken the life of a 
gingle rebel among them all. 'To this he replied 
—find me one rebel among them and he shall be 
slain; my word &8hall never be forfeited! But 
their search would have been fruitless ; for they 
had all become friends to the Prince. 


This is certainly a noble and effectual way of 


destroying enemies. And this is the way | 
which the great prince of peace will destroy al 
those who are opposed to his mild and gentle ad- 
ministration. Not an enemy shall be left among 
all who rebel against him! But he will destroy * 
them by an overpowering display of his kindness, 
He will transform them into friends. 

It is really to be desired, that all christians 
could be made to realize how much they detract 
from the glory of the Son of David, by 8u 
that he wi 


prone 

e an eternal warfare against the 

rebellious children of men. What can be mor? 
ny to the character of Heaven's accred- 

ited Representative, than to 8uppose that he will 
ever condescend, to carry on an unequal combat 

with those whom he came to *seek and to save- 

What can be more to his honor, than to supp0s? 

that he will ride forth, * conquering and to col- 


quer, in the chariot of Love ; subduing all by the 


es end 


— - 
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omnipoteney of grace, and reconciling all to _ 
laws of his ki by conv them that he 
regards their wy as he does his own. Now 
ifit can be made to appear, that man is incapable 
of being reconciled, el in this way, or any 
other, then it will follow, that he will either be 
annihilated or that he will be endlessly miserable. 
But either of these conclusions is incompatible 
with the justice and goodness of heaven, and 
therefore gen not to be considered correct. Nor 
can it be otherwise than an impeachment of the 
whole plan of grace, to say that Christ shall not 
_— in bringing all rational intelligencies to 
a willing submiss1on to his government, since this 
was the express object of his mission, and this the 
end to which all his exertions were adapted. 
L. S. E. 


CARNAL MINDEDNESS. 

The word carnal, in the scriptural use of the 
term, *is applied to guch as are in an unregener- 
ated 8tate ; who are enemies to God, and given to 
zensual pleagures.* In making this statement, I 
am aware that there 1s 8ome danger of being mis- 
understood. A- meaning has been attached to the 
word regeneration also, which renders it EY 
to give 80me explanation of the sense we attac 
toit. And 80, likewise, of the phrase © enemies 
to God! When we use the> words we do not 
mean that there 1s any moral defect in human na- 
ture ; not that it is possible for any man to be ac- 
quainted with God, and at the s8ame time to be 
higenemy. A s8tate of unregeneracy is a state of 
Ienorance; and ignorance 18 the cause of sin. 
It is, therefore, the misfortune, not the fault of hu- 
man nature, to be ign#ant of God ; and we do not 
become actually sinners until we obstinately and 
maliciously transgress the known laws of God or 
man, And it is not improbable that much might 
Justly be 8aid in extenuation of the faults of man- 
kind on the ground that 8in is occasioned, in a 
great meagure, by *the ignorance there is in us.” 
A 8tate of ignorance, is a state of unregeneracy ; 
for it is not possible for any human creature to be 
influenced by those high-and holy motives set be- 
fore us in the gogpel, 80 long as he remains igno- 
rant as to what they are. But, no 800ner is the 
mind brought to an understanding of these things, 
than it is emancipated. It then breathes a purer 
ar, moves 1n & more elevated sphere, enjoys new 
delights, is influenced by better motives, and en- 
ters upon a new 8tate of being. 

The regenerated persan differs from the unre- 
generated in this, more than in any other respect. 
The former is influenced by the law of the mind, 
the latter by the gross appetites and passions of 
the body. This 8eems to be the meaning of our 
Lord in his very interresting conversation with 

icodemus, After telling him that he must be 
born again; and that without experiencing this new 
birth he could not see the kingdom of God ; he ad- ' 
ded ©that which is born- of the flesh is flesh ; and 
that which is born of the spirit is spirit,—and then 
he added *marvel not that I said unto thee, ye must 
be born again.” | | 

Again—the word carnal is also applied to those 
who are in part renewed by the grace of God, 80 
"ppey continue in.a measure under the influ- 


ence of their grosser passions, but are still in some 
degree influenced by tlie law of the mind. Per- 
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a kind of internal warfare ; there is within them a 
constank struggle between mind and matter, be- 
tween appetite and reason. Paul knew what it 
was to' be in this situation, *We know, he 8aid 
— w 18 gpiritual ; but I am carnal, s0ld 
under 9M. For that which I do, Iallow not; for 
what I would, that do I not ; but what I hate, that 
do I. If, then, Ido that which I would not, I con- 
gent unto the law that it is good. Now, then it is no 
more, I that do it but sin that dwelleth in me. For 
I know that in me (that is in my flesh) dwelleth no 
good thing. 

It is a 8entiment of the gospel, that no man can 
gerve two masters. He will do wrong to one or 
to the other, and very likely to both, if he attempt 
guch a thing. Hence, it is impossible for us to 
gerve God faithfully while we remain gn bondage 
to the undisciplined passions of our nature. No 
matter how much our understandings may haye 
been enlightened, if we have not obtained 8uch 
views of God, our duty, and our destiny, as shall 
render us willing to 8urrender ourselves, and all 
that we have and are, to the wise disposal of heay- 
en; unless we feel. that it is a privilege to have 
God to reign in and over us, it is in vain to think 
that we have attained to any degree of moral per- 
fection, or that we are entitled, more than others, 
to the enjoyments of his kingdom, or his grace. 

Many professors of religion, no doubt, very hon- 
estly deceive themselves in respect to these things. 
They imagine that they love God, because they 
dare not hate him, and think that their carnal = 
pensities' have been 8ubdued becanse they dare 
not indulge them. But that religion which ex- 
tends its influence over the mind, teaches us, that 
actions, however good in themselves which have 
been produced by fear, are robbed of half their 
virtue, by the unworthiness of the motives whick 
induced the person to perform them. 1. $. E. 


THE GLEANER. 


Writings of Thomas Gross. 
OF THE GOSPEL. 


Before we advance to the immediate discussion 
of the Gospel, let us recapitulate some of the 
most important particulars of the law, between 
which and the gospel there mnst be a perfect co- 
incidence or agreement. We observed, that from 
the law, the gospel was argued by way of conse- 
quence. 

Having proved, that the law requires us to love 
the Lord our God, with all our heart, &c. that this 
requirement could never be s8uitable, nor we be 
under obligation thus to love him, unless he were 
lovely in himself, and displayed this his loveliness, 
by loving his rational creatures ; we proved that 
the requirements of the law are a proof of God's 
love to us; and that as, these requirements are 
universal, it is a proof that God's love is universal. 

The law then argues the gospel ; for what can 
the gospel be, but an expression or manifestation 
of God's universal love to the children of men ? 

We may argue once more; that the love of 
God to all men, proved by the universal require- 
ment of all men to love God, is utterly — 
ible with the endless misery of any man—for how 
could the love of God to man, which never can 
change or alter, be consistent with the endless 


5008 in this gituation are constantly subjected to 


torments of men, which torments would be an ex- 
pression of endless hatred ? 
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Thus it is apparent, that the law is not against 
the promises of God, or the gospel, in the first 
instance ; nor is the law made yoid through faith, 
or the gospel, in the second. 

The way is now opened to give a descrion of 
the gospel. | 

The gospel is a declaration of good news, or 
glad tidings of great joy. It is unchangeable and 
universal, 1. e. to all men. 

We have now before us, that all important truth, 
by which the divine character is evinced, displayed, 
or made known in guch effulgence and radiance 
of glory, as fills the angels with praise and men 
with wonder. Behold I bring you glad tidings of 

t joy, which shall be to all people.—Glory to 
od in the highest, on earth peace and good will 
to men: thus sang the celestial armies at our Sav- 
ior's birth. , 
Dr. Watts? imitation, is 
Glory to God on high, _. 
pen Anion wnbrn. gd earth, 
Good will to men, to angels joy, 
At our Redeemer's birth. 

In the illustration of this subject, we shall shew, 

1. In what the good news or glad tidings con- 
8i8t. 

2. To whom it is good news or glad tidings. 

3. Its unchangeableness, 

4. Its umiversality. 

Ist. In what the good news or glad tidings con- 
818t. 

It consists, first, in a true and unequivocal dec- 
laration or expression of the character of God, or 
divine perfections. 

To beings, who had entertained wrong concep- 
tions of their maker, and viewed him as an enemy ; 
one who had no regard for them; who was not 
only disposed, but had power to injure and render 
them evyerlastingly miserable : who was an 
and reyengeful being, a partial and a changeable 

being : to beings possessed of these apprehensions 
of the Deity; his true character expressed, as a 
God of love, of forgiveness, of impartiality, mercy 
and immutability : to 8uch beings, we say, that a 
display of the true character of God, will be good 
news or glad tidings. 

'To be undeceived in 80 momentous a point, ev- 
er has and ever must gladden the heart of man. 
It must be good news indeed. 

This is that, which the gespel does proclaim. 
There is good will to men. 'This good will of God 
to men, is a s8ufficient attestation of his unreserved 
favor, instead of anger; of his loveliness, instead 
of hatred, and of his uinmutability, in the room of 
changeability. It is a manifestation of the amia- 
bleness of his character, and a sufficient reagson 
why hs Should gh loved nd, jane "Thoe the 

news or glad tidings of the gospel consist 
j- the true declaration of the Fo 9a character. 

Secondly, the good news or glad tidings consist 
, a declaration of the intention or purpose of 
This purpose, 1s the result of infinite unchange- 
able perfection. It has the best, the greatest good 
for its object. It is not driven to the 8ad neces- 
8ity of destroying all order in one part, for the at- 
tainment or the enhancement of ry in the 
_ other; or of rendering one part of the machinery 


of the universe vile and contemptible, for the pur- 


pose of raising the other to greater brilliancy and 
glory. . | 
(To be continued.) 
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DEDICATION HYMN. 
BY REV. T. J. GREENWOOD. 


To Thee, Supreme Jehovah 
We dedicate thig,Dome ! | 
lover, 

Here deign to own thy home. 


Relieve from sin and ; 
And liſt our souls on bigh. 


Here oft may age retiring, 

And youth from worldly care, 
To taste thy grace aspiring, 

Breathe forth the fervent prayer ; 
And while all nature's pouring 

'To Thee its grateful praise, 
O;may our souls adoring, 

The lofty anthem raise. 


Here may thy truth all glorious, 
Beam fly from above; 

Here e its power victorious, 
And warm our souls to love. 

Here may our hearts in kindness 
And pity learn to flow, 

To all who rope in blindness, 
Nor yet their SAv10R know. 


When tidings of s8alvation 
esus Christ our head, 
For all of evefy nation 
We labor here to 4 
O crown us with thy blessing, 
Here multiply thy grace, 
"Till every tongue confessing, 
Shall Slorify, and praise. 


May 8ouls redeemed from error, 
And sin's 1 in, 
T_ doubt = slavish terror 
The ways of peace maintain ; 
May all the christian graces, 
In all our conduct meet, 
And here in heavenly places, 
- In Jxsvs may we 8lt, 


And when time's' shadowy pinions, 
Shall cease their circling flight, 
And we to death's dominions 
Shall yield our mortal sight, 
May Hz who rose VIOTORIOUS 
O'er death and hades, come 
And hear us to our glorious, 
Our everlasting home. 


Then blessed with FREE SALVATION, 
Before thy throne shall fall 

A world's vast tion, 
And own thee all in all! 

And, crowned with bliss supecrnal, 
All with one voice shall raise, 


To Thee, the king eternal, 
A —_ of Firs. as praise ! 
NOTICE. 
Br. Benj. Whittemore will in the centre school- 
house in-Lattleton on the 4th th in this month. 


: MARRIED. x 
In this city, by Rev. Hosea Ballou, Mr. Daniel Hawkins 
and Miss Louisa Fessenden; Mr. Robert Lincoln and Mis 
Julia Ann Smith. | Ds ES 
Farrington and Miss Elizabeth Thayer. Mr. Lewis Jobn- 
80n, jr. and Miss Esther Talbot, all of Stoughton. 
In Canton, by Rev. Massena Ballou, Mr. Luther Y 
of Stoughton, and Miss Eunice Marija Collyer of Canton- 


DIED, In South Boston, Mrs. Mary B. Smith, aged 41- 


